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the Hanamasuya.
Thus one might accurately say that a geisha's
work is to pour sake, converse lightly, and dance and
sing or play some instrument. Conversational
facility is something learned gradually long after
a girl's apprenticeship has finished. Some are
never apt at it. While working as sake pourers
and artists the young girls listen to the more ex-
perienced geisha converse and pick up pointers.
Geisha girls in Shimbashi earn at least 200
yen a month upon becoming ippon geisha. \Suc-
cessful ones earn from 500 to 1000 yen a month
depending on their popularity and the season of
the year.   New Year's time is  the  best.   Then
every one is giving parties and is gay.   The sum-
mer months are the poorest.   Weekdays are better
than week-ends for  on week-ends  men usually
stay home with their families.   As a result, the
girls in Shimbashi are given leeway in the freer
time.   They must wear the classic style headdres-
ses except during June, July and August, and on
Saturdays and Sundays.   Other geisha districts are
less strict about the wearing of the old style head-
dresses.   Working hours are from about six o'clock
to mid-night.   From six to nine the girls attend
private parties, and from nine o'clock on they are
in attendance at waiting houses.